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RCSD Hosting First-Ever Esports Tournament for Elementary Students 

Who: 
Students from Roberto Clemente School No. 8, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. School No. 9, and Charles Carroll 
School No. 46

What: 
E-sports tournament 

When:
Saturday, March 23, 2024, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Where:
Charles Carroll School No. 46
250 Newcastle Road
Rochester, NY 14610

Details:
The Rochester City School District will be hosting its first-ever Esports tournament for elementary students on 
Saturday, March 23, 2024.  Students from Roberto Clemente School No. 8, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. School 
No. 9, and Charles Carroll School No. 46 will be participating in a Mario Kart tournament. After some prelimi-
nary rounds, scores will be tallied, and the top two teams per school will advance to a championship round.  

In February, students from five secondary schools participated in a Rocket League tournament at Great Lakes 
Gaming in Rochester.  Rocket League is a sport-based video game featuring a soccer game with cars based 
on teamwork and outmaneuvering opponents. 

The District also has a Girls Who Game Club, made up of students from East Upper School, Edison Career 
and Technology High School, Mary McLeod Bethune School No. 45, and Montessori Academy School No. 53.  
The RCSD Girls Who Game Club has already received prestigious honors since its inception in 2021.  The 
team placed first in North America for its work toward a United Nations Sustainability and Development goal of 
affordable and clean energy and gender equality.  
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Rochester Board of Education Approves Collective Bargaining Agreement with Board of Education Non-Teaching Em-
ployees (BENTE)

This evening, the Rochester Board of Education approved the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Board of Educa-
tion Non-Teaching Employees (BENTE).  This is a significant move to support the backbone of schools, and the contract 
helps with the recruitment, growth, and retention of BENTE membership.  BENTE workers represent a vital workforce 
within the Rochester City School District, including custodial and maintenance workers, clerical and administrative sup-
port, bus drivers, food service workers, and security personnel.  

Highlights of the three-year agreement include the following: 
• General salary increases for all members: 3.8%, 3.7%, and 3.6% in each respective year of the agreement. 
• Enhanced service increments for employees with 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of service.
• Enhanced pay differentials for positions that carry specialized skills, training, and in shortage areas.
• Uniform and safety equipment to reflect and maintain a safe and professional work environment.

“Our BENTE members are the backbone of the District,” said Angelo Palmerini, BENTE President.  “This agreement re-
flects our collective strengths and the hard work each member puts in to support our students and schools.” 

“This agreement acknowledges the critical role that BENTE members play in the day-to-day operations of schools and our 
commitment to fostering a supportive and equitable work environment,” said Demario Strickland, Interim Superinten-
dent of Schools.  “I want to express my deepest appreciation for our BENTE members.  This agreement ensures they are 
fairly compensated and recognized for their dedication and hard work.  Together, we continue building a District where 
every student feels seen, affirmed, and valued.”
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